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TO  THE  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  WEST  BERKS 

DISTRICTS. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

We  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1948.  After  9  years 
of  abbreviated  Interim  Reports,  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Circular 
3/49)  now  requires  a  gradual  resumption  of  the  fuller  report  of 
pre-war  days.  You  will  find  therefore  that  certain  tables  on  Meat 
and  Food  inspection  are  included,  and  also  a  summary  of  the  new 
Factory  form.  Further,  the  problem  of  food -poisoning,  as  was 
mentioned  in  the  last  report,  has  become  a  matter  of  importance 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health  now  requires  a  detailed  statement 
under  each  district. 

The  serious  outbreak  of  Infantile  Paralysis,  which  occurred 
in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1947,  was  fortunately  not  repeated, 
but  7  cases  were  notified,  these  possibly  being  due  to  infection  still 
remaining  in  the  population-  Apart  from  this  there  was  little 
change  in  the  rate  of  infectious  disease,  and  it  remained  at  the 
previous  low  level  of  recent  years. 

The  economic  and  other  difficulties  of  the  post-war  years  con¬ 
tinue  inevitably  to  frustrate  many  of  our  urgent  Public  Health 
plans,  notably  those  for  new  sewage  plants  in  the  rural  areas. 
However  several  important  undertakings  have  been  started,  for 
example  those  at  Kintbury,  and  the  Grove  plant  for  the  combined 
districts  of  Wantage  Urban  and  Wantage  Rural. 

During  the  year  Dr.  Baird,  acting  for  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  completed  a  very  wide  sanitary  survey  through¬ 
out  West  Berkshire  of  all  water  undertakings,  sewage  plants  and 
refuse  collection  schemes,  both  those  existing  and  those  planned. 
This  report,  which  will  be  published,  is  the  most  comprehensive 
for  many  years. 

The  increase  in  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  in  recent  years 
continued. 

The  causes  of  this  increase  are  numerous  but  are  chiefly  the 
increase  in  communal  feeding  and  centralised  cooking,  as  in  factory 
canteens,  and  central  school  kitchens;  an  infected  food  handler 
may  thus  readily  poison  a  far  larger  number  of  persons  than 
hitherto.  Secondly  the  inferior  qualities  of  food  now  permitted  for 
“manufactured”  foods,  and  the  difficulty  of  adequate  inspection  of 
the  large  quantities  of  imported  tinned  foods,  and  of  insistence  on 
higher  qualities  of  such  foods.  Lastly,  the  tendency  to  serve  a  far 
larger  clientele  than  the  kitchen  of  an  hotel  or  restaurant  can 
efficiently  deal  with,  thus  leading  to  defective  hygiene. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  the  spring  to  minimise  the  effects  of 
this  last  cause  by  circularising  many  hundreds  of  caterers  in  West 
Berkshire  with  a  Code  of  Hygienic  Practice.  This  was  based  on 


one  used  at  Guildford  and  not  only  reminded  caterers  of  their 
statutory  obligations  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  but  gave  a 
list  of  rules  of  hygiene  it  was  hoped  all  would  adhere  to.  This 
Code  was  followed  up  by  personal  visits  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

During  the  summer  the  West  Berks  Committee  met  on  many 
occasions,  at  times  in  consultation  with  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  members  of  the  County  Health  Committee, 
to  plan  a  re-division  of  the  eleven  West  Berks  Districts  whereby 
the  Medical  Officers,  with  title  of  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  could  undertake 
some  of  the  County  work,  chiefly  school  inspections.  The  follow¬ 
ing  re-arrangement  was  finally  agreed  to: — 

(1)  Faringdon  Rural,  Abingdon  Rural,  Abingdon  Borough 
under  Dr.  N.  Parfit  who  took  up  his  appointment  in  April,  1949, 
and  has  his  office  at  59,  Stert  Street,  Abingdon. 

(2)  Wantage  Urban,  Wantage  Rural,  Wallingford  Borough, 
Wallingford  Rural  under  Dr.  Mackenzie- Wintle  who  took  over  in 
May,  1949,  and  has  his  office  at  The  Municipal  Offices,  Walling¬ 
ford. 


These  7  districts  of  North  Berks  are  administered  by  two 
Committees  which  have  a  clause  in  their  constitution  whereby 
they  can  meet  jointly  to  discuss  matters  of  common  interest. 
Representatives  from  the  County  Health  Committee  sit  on  these 
Committees. 

Up  to  October  30th,  Dr.  Costobadie  continued  to  be  respons¬ 
ible  for  the  North  Berks  districts,  assisted  as  before  by  Dr.  Baird. 
After  this  date  Dr.  Baird  took  over  sole  charge  until  the  arrival  of 
the  new  doctors. 

(3)  Dr.  Costobadie  continues  to  work  for  his  four  districts  of 
South  Berks  but  is  at  present  not  engaged  in  County  work,  with 
the  exception  of  the  administration  of  the  Newbury  Maternity  and 
and  Child  Welfare  service,  taken  over  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  in  July  by  the  County. 

A  South  Berks  United  Committee  was  formed  in  November 
for  these  four  districts,  Mr.  Southern,  Town  Clerk  of  Newbury, 
being  appointed  as  Clerk  in  May,  1949. 

Your  obedient  servants. 


L.  P.  de  COSTOBADIE, 
T.  T.  BAIRD. 


WEST  BERKS  DISTRICTS 

COMMITTEES,  1949-50. 


List  of  Members. 


WALLINGFORD— WANTAGE  AREA. 


Wallingford  Borough  Mr.  J.  W.  Marcham,  Wood  Street,  Wallingford. 

Mr.  M.  L.  Whiteley,  Crossways,  Wantage  Road, 
Wallingford.  (Chairman). 

Wallingford  Rural  ...  Mr.  S.  Freeman,  40,  High  Street,  Didcot. 

Mr.  S.  Allen  Warner,  122,  Broadway,  Didcot. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Mowat,  “Queens  Rood”,  Cholsey, 
Berks. 


Wantage  Urban  ...  Mrs.  A.  T.  Evans,  Manor  Farm,  Charlton, 

Wantage. 

Mr.  O.  S.  Walter,  Ickleton  House,  Wantage. 


Wantage  Rural  ...  Mr.  S.  W.  Brown,  Princes  Farm,  Peasemore, 

Newbury. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  P.  Betjeman,  The  Old  Rectory, 
Farnborough. 

The  Rev.  P.  Bone,  Aldworth,  Reading. 

County  Council  ...  Col.  J.  N.  Norman-Walker,  C.I.E.,  The  Coombe, 

Streatley. 

Mr.  H.  Walters,  Highgrove,  Station  Road, 
Wallingford. 

Clerk:  G.  V.  Spooner,  Esq.,  Council  Offices,  60,  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 
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ABINGDON— FARINGDON  AREA. 

Abingdon  Borough  ...  Mrs.  A.  L.  Challenor,  Waysmeet,  Faringdon  Road, 

Abingdon. 

Dr.  G.  F.  O’Connor,  Helenstoe,  Ock  Street, 
Abingdon. 

Abingdon  Rural  ...  Lt.-Col.  S.  T.  Austin,  O.B.E.,  The  White  House, 

Shippon,  Nr.  Abingdon.  (Chairman). 

Mr.  W.  Evans,  1,  High  Street,  Drayton,  Nr. 
Abingdon. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Dempsey,  78,  Southern  By-Pass,  Botley, 
Oxford. 

Mr.  H.  E.  L.  Porter,  The  House-on-the-Green, 
Sutton  Courtenay,  Nr.  Abingdon. 

Mrs.  M.  I.  Rich,  The  Old  Farmhouse,  Fyfield,  Nr. 
Abingdon. 

Faringdon  Rural  ...  Mr.  F.  Carter,  Coxwell  Street,  Faringdon. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Arkell,  Bourton  End,  Shrivenham. 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Cole,  35,  Norham  Road,  Oxford. 
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County  Council 


Mrs.  M.  D.  Caudwell,  The  Grange,  Drayton,  Nr. 
Abingdon. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Lansdown,  Hatford  House,  Faringdon. 
Clerk:  G.  V.  Spooner,  Esq.,  Council  Offices,  60,  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 


NEWBURY— BRADFIELD— HUNGERFORD  AREA. 


Newbury  Borough 


Newbury  Rural 


Bradfield  Rural 


Hungerford  Rural 


Alderman  C.  W.  Burns,  10,  Buckingham  Road, 
Newbury. 

Alderman  Miss  E.  L.  Kimber,  64,  Bartholomew 
Street,  Newbury. 

J.  W.  Slater,  Esq.,  24,  Queen’s  Road,  Newbury. 

A.  S.  B.  Tull,  Esq.,  Round  Oak,  Greenham, 
Newbury.  (Chairman). 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Hurd,  Winterbourne  Halt,  Newbury. 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Showers,  Hatch  Farm,  Padworth,  Nr. 
Reading. 

H.  L.  Simmons,  Esq.,  Broadfield,  Yattendon,  Nr. 
Reading. 

E.  Bootle- Wilbraham,  Esq.,  Brackenhurst,  Buckle- 
bury  Common,  Nr.  Reading. 

Dr.  H.  S.  Samuel,  Overdene,  Theale. 

Major-General  D.  M.  W.  Beak,  V.C.,  East 
Garston,  Newbury.  (Vice-Chairman). 

H.  J.  Bushnell,  Esq.,  3,  High  Street,  Hungerford. 


Clerk:  L.  Southern,  Esq.,  LL.B.,  Municipal  Buildings,  Newbury. 


WEST  BERKS  DISTRICTS. 


WALLINGFORD— WANTAGE  AREA. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Dr.  H.  Mackenzie-Wintle, 

Public  Health  Office,  Municipal  Buildings,  Wallingford. 
Telephone:  Wallingford  2184. 


Districts: 

Wallingford  Borough 
Wallingford  Rural  . , 
Wantage  Urban 
Wantage  Rural 


Sanitary  Inspectors: 

C.  J.  Flooks,  Municipal  Buildings,  Wallingford. 
(Telephone  2184  and  2185). 

C.  J.  Gayfer,  The  Old  Rectory,  Didcot. 

(Telephone  3261). 

C.  R.  Driver,  Town  Hall,  Wantage. 

(Telephone  240). 

E.  H.  Rosser,  Council  Offices,  Belmont,  Wantage. 
(Telephone  211). 


ABINGDON— FARINGDON  AREA. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Dr.  N.  Parfit, 

Public  Health  Office,  59,  Stert  Street,  Abingdon. 
Telephone:  Abingdon  598. 


Districts: 

Abingdon  Borough  ... 
Abingdon  Rural 
Faringdon  Rural 


Sanitary  Inspectors: 

Gifford  Saffin,  Council  Offices,  The  Abbey  House, 
Abingdon.  (Telephone  320). 

T.  E.  Upton,  60  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 
(Telephone  361). 

H.  F.  O’Connor,  London  Street,  Faringdon. 
(Telephone  3121). 


NEWBURY— BRADFIELD— HUNGERFORD  AREA. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Dr.  L.  P.  de  Costobadie, 

Public  Health  Office,  Greenham  House,  Newbury. 

Telephone:  Newbury  1144. 

Districts:  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

Bradfield  Rural  ...  T.  H.  Windle,  Town  Hall  Chambers,  Blagrave 

Street,  Reading.  (Telephone  2293). 


Hungerford  Rural 

Newbury  Borough 
Newbury  Rural 


F.  H.  Obrey,  128,  High  Street,  Hungerford. 
(Telephone  29). 

J.  Hague,  Weighbridge  House,  Newbury. 
(Telephone  446). 

E.  G.  Hampshire,  Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew 
Street,  Newbury.  (Telephone  174). 
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WEST  BERKS  DISTRICTS. 


THE  WEST  BERKS  DISTRICTS  consist  of  the  Boroughs  of 
Abingdon,  Newbury  and  Wallingford;  the  Urban  District  of 
Wantage;  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Bradfield, 
Faringdon,  Hungerford,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and  Wantage. 


AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  area  of  each  district,  with 
estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1948. 


District. 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and  Inland 
Water) 

Estimated 

Population 

Persons 

per 

Acre 

Abingdon  Borough  . . . 

1,713 

10,410 

60 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

2,612 

17,680 

6-7 

Wallingford  Borough 

760 

3,370 

4-4 

Wantage  Urban 

2,797 

4,660 

1-6 

Abingdon  Rural 

41,225 

22,980 

•5 

Bradfield  Rural 

53,008 

19,100 

•3 

Faringdon  Rural  . . . 

55,726 

11,340 

•2 

Hungerford  Rural  ... 

44,817 

9,400 

•2 

Newbury  Rural 

41,660 

14,000 

•3 

Wallingford  Rural  ... 

21,772 

14,440 

•6 

Wantage  Rural 

74,179 

14,230 

•1 

Totals  . . . 

340,269 

141,610 

4 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS* 


The  following  table  gives  the  Birth  and  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population  and  the  Infant  Mortality  and  Illegitimate  births  per 
1,000  live  births. 


District 

Birthrate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
estimated 
population 
at  middle 
of  1948 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
estimated 
population 
at  middle 
of  1948 

Deaths  of 
Infants 
under  1 
year  per 
1,000  live 
births 

i 

Illegitimate 
birth  rate 
per  1,000 
live 
births 

Abingdon  Boro’  . . . 

17-6 

9-5 

27-1 

81-5 

Newbury  „ 

18-3 

10  3 

15  4 

460 

Wallingford  „ 

17-2 

8*9 

17-2 

103*4 

Wantage  Urban 

22-7 

13*7 

18*8 

75*4 

Abingdon  Rural  ... 

18  8 

7-3 

18*4 

71*4 

Bradfield  „ 

16  6 

10-6 

220 

88*0 

Faringdon  „ 

23-7 

9-2 

260 

74*3 

Hungerford  „  .  i . 

18  8 

101 

28-2 

107*3 

Newbury  „ 

170 

100 

25-2 

37*8 

Wallingford  „ 

18  8 

81 

36-7 

514 

Wantage  „ 

18*9 

9-8 

22-3 

44*6 

United  Districts 

19  1 

9  7 

31  1 

71*3 

England  and  Wales 

17  9 

10  8 

34 

— 

In  addition  to  the  births  accounted  for  above  there  were  40 
still  births. 

For  comparison,  the  Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
in  England  and  Wales  in  the  20  years  before  the  war  was  58. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  or  accidents  of 
childbirth. 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Poliomyelitis,  1. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  in  each  district  during  1948. 


District. 

Abingdon  Borough 

Newbury  Borough 

Wallingford  Borough 

Wantage  Urban 

Abingdon  Rural 

Bradfield  Rural 

Faringdon  Rural 

Hungerford  Rural 

Newbury  Rural 

Wallingford  Rural 

Wantage  Rural 

Total  West  Berks 

Districts 

1 

| 

11 

6 

1 

6 

20 

18 

26 

6 

5 

9 

108 

3 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

7 

8 

•  •  • 

3 

i 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

23 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

is 

... 

1 

... 

... 

4 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

7 

... 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

3 

44 

... 

... 

3 

2 

2 

1 

... 

5 

... 

57 

8 

4 

2 

9 

28 

2 

12 

3 

5 

73 

37 

428 

127 

2 

205 

176 

139 

135 

149 

134 

98 

1630 

12 

23 

9 

17 

108 

103 

68 

25 

23 

21 

13 

422 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•  ••. 

... 

... 

1 

22 

11 

2 

8 

25 

11 

18 

14 

12 

13 

15 

151 

3 

1 

2 

... 

7 

5 

6 

2 

3 

8 

6 

43 

Disease. 


Smallpox 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Enteric  Fever  (includ¬ 
ing  Paratyphoid)  . . . 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 
Acute  Polioencephalitis 
Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Malaria  (Relapse) 
Dysentery  ...  . 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Food  Poisoning 
Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Number  of  children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria. 


1946 

1947 

1948 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Abingdon  Boro’ 

198 

44 

113 

9 

134 

4 

Newbury  „ 

229 

60 

301 

67 

203 

18 

Wallingford  „ 

44 

29 

46 

6 

64 

2 

Wantage  Urban 

33 

1 

38 

2 

67 

0 

Abingdon  Rural  . . . 

137 

24 

403 

8 

377 

3 

Bradfield  „ 

82 

17 

257 

21 

208 

11 

Faringdon  „ 

74 

16 

193 

4 

188 

7 

Hungerford  „ 

67 

11 

134 

1 

117 

3 

Newbury  „ 

119 

16 

178 

10 

180 

6 

Wallingford  „ 

123 

62 

170 

6 

230 

1 

Wantage  „ 

121 

7 

158 

2 

152 

4 

Percentage  Immun- 

ised  at  end  of  year 

650 

950 

640 

960 

670 

960 
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The  percentages  for  1948  have  been  calculated  after  making 
provision  for  the  removal  of  pre-school  children  to  the  school  age 
group  and  the  fact  that  many  of  those  immunised  in  the  school 
group  have  now  passed  out  of  the  5 — 15  age  group. 


TUBERCULOSIS  (New  Cases). 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

1943 

127 

41 

168 

1944 

166 

50 

216 

1945 

145 

55 

200 

1946 

144 

48 

192 

1947 

164 

43 

207 

1948 

152 

42 

194 

SCABIES. 

Only  a  small  number  of  cases  of  Scabies  have  been  brought 
to  official  notice  as  most  are  treated  by  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  arrangements  for  treatment  remain  unchanged. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Berkshire  County  Council  report  that  the  number  of  cases 
seen  for  the  first  time  at  special  clinics  serving  the  area  showed  a 
decrease  on  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  time  and  places  of  treatment  of 
Venereal  Disease: 

ROYAL  BERKSHIRE  HOSPITAL,  READING. 

Male:  Wednesday,  2  p.m.;  Saturday,  4  p.m. 

Female:  Wednesday,  4  p.m.;  Thursday,  2  p.m.; 

Saturday,  2  p.m. 

RADCLIFFE  INFIRMARY,  OXFORD. 

Male:  Wednesday,  6  p.m.;  Saturday,  3  p.m. 

Female:  Monday,  6  p.m.;  Wednesday,  3  p.m. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  SWINDON. 

Male:  Wednesday,  7  to  8.30  p.m.;  Friday,  6  to  7.30  p.m. 

Female:  Monday,  5  to  6.30  p.m.;  Friday,  2  to  3.30  p.m. 
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NEWBURY  BOROUGH  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  additions  were  made  to  the  Public  water  supply  or  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works  during  the  year  but  considerable  alterations 
are  in  hand  for  1949.  Ten  bacteriological  examinations  were  made 
of  the  public  water  supply,  and  the  results  were  satisfactory  in  all 
cases. 

Refuse  Disposal:  A  large  tip  is  being  used  at  the  bottom  of 
Skinners  Green  Lane  in  the  Newbury  Rural  district.  This  tip  was 
on  fire  for  a  long  time  making  good  “control”  and  distribution  of 
refuse  difficult.  Elowever,  though  the  fire  has  been  extinguished, 
this  tip  remains  most  unsightly  and  regular  “controlled”  covering 
up  falls  short  of  what  is  expected  today. 

MILK. 

Cowkeepers.  The  number  of  cowkeepers  on  the  register  was 
five  and  to  these  premises  nine  visits  were  paid.  In  two  instances 
the  farms  are  licensed  to  produce  designated  milk  and  therefore 
are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  whilst  at  the  other 
three  premises  the  quantity  of  milk  produced  is  small. 

Retail  Purveyors.  Premises  used  by  retail  purveyors  of 
milk  received  180  visits  and  in  general  premises  were  found  to  be 
in  a  reasonable  condition. 

Milk  Samples.  The  following  table  sets  out  the  samples  of 
milk,  both  designated  and  undesignated,  taken  during  the  year 
together  with  results  reported  by  the  N.I.R.D.,  Shinfield.  As  from 
the  first  of  October,  1948,  the  N.I.R.D.  ceased  to  accept  milk 
samples  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  alternative  arrangements  for 
testing  had  not  been  arranged. 


Type  of 

Milk 

For 

Tuberculosis. 
No.  Pos.  Neg. 

Test 

Phosphatase. 
No.  S.  F. 

Methylene 

Blue. 

No.  S.  F. 

B.  Coli. 
No.  S.  F. 

T.T.  Milk 
Accredited 

14  —  14 

—  —  — 

24  15  9 

24  15  9 

Bulk 

8—8 

Pasteurised 

3—3 

37  35  2 

40  40  1 

—  —  — 
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MEAT  INSPECTIONS:  Slaughterhouses. 


The  attached  tables  set  out  figures  of  animals  inspected  and 
amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
during  the  year.  It  will  be  seen  that  nearly  100%  of  animals 
slaughtered  were  inspected.  The  Ministry  of  Food  carried  out 
works  at  one  of  the  two  slaughterhouses  and  this  has  improved 
one  of  the  cooling  rooms  and  provided  better  facilities  for  the 
handling  of  the  by-products. 


OTHER  FOODS:  BY-LAWS. 

The  Minister  of  Health  confirmed  the  by-laws  made  under 
Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  thus  enabling  stricter 
control  to  be  exercised  over  food-stuffs  exposed  for  sale  in  the 
open  air. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  bakehouses  in  use  and 
visits  were  paid  to  these  premises.  Four  cases  of  delay  in  white¬ 
washing  were  found  and  after  notification  to  the  owners  the 
necessary  works  were  completed. 

CATERING  PREMISES. 

A  survey  of  catering  premises  undertaken  during  the  year 
showed  that  the  general  conditions  existing  were  satisfactory. 
Structural  alterations  were  undertaken  at  seven  premises  during 
the  year. 

CONDEMNED  FOOD.  (Other  than  at  Slaughterhouses). 

There  were  148  seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or 
diseased  food,  not  including  condemnations  at  slaughterhouses.  It 
is  to  be  noted  that  the  weight  of  fish  condemned  during  the  year 
shows  a  big  reduction  on  figures  for  the  immediately  previous 
years,  this  improvement  being  undoubtedly  due  to  more  efficient 
transport  facilities. 

ANTE-MORTEM  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  SUPPLIES. 

Because  of  the  continued  severe  shortage  of  meat  there  are 
aspects  of  meat  inspection  which  are  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  arrangements  which  have  been  agreed  with  the  manager 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse  are  as  follows: — 

Animals  delivered  to  the  local  collecting  centre  are  examined 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  before  passing  to  the  slaughterhouse,  and 
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any  abnormality  noted.  Where  it  is  known  that  an  abnormal  condi¬ 
tion  exists,  information  of  this  condition  is  passed  on  to  this  officer. 

Where  difficulty  and  consequent  defects  arise  is  in  relation 
to  “casualties”.  These  are  usually  sent  direct  to  the  slaughter¬ 
house,  and  not  through  the  collecting  centre,  and  they  have  often 
to  be  slaughtered  immediately.  Occasionally  post-mortem  condi¬ 
tions  show  that  the  owner  could  have  been  a  good  deal  more 
explicit  in  his  statement  to  the  slaughterhouse  manager.  For 
example,  an  animal  may  have  been  deteriorating  in  health  for 
some  time,  no  veterinary  surgeon  called  in,  and  finally  it  is  sent 
for  slaughter.  Post  mortem,  the  naked-eye  condition  may  however 
reveal  little  abnormal,  even  to  an  expert. 

It  appears  that  only  a  minimum  amount  of  information  in 
respect  to  “casualties”  is  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and 
that  in  fact  the  attitude  taken  up  is  that  all  possible  “casualties” 
should  be  sent  to  the  slaughterhouse,  often  when  the  knackers  yard 
would  have  been  a  more  suitable  destination. 

The  serious  consequences  of  this  state  of  affairs,  and  the  need 
for  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  have  far  fuller  information  with  regard 
to  “Casualties”  were  emphasised  during  the  current  year  when  an 
outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was  investigated- 


BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY. 
MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Numbered  slaughtered 

1297 

487 

1550 

3442 

272 

7048 

Number  inspected 

1297 

487 

1527 

3442 

272 

7025 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  4 

16 

9 

22 

17 

68 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

390 

170 

25 

170 

147 

902 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  . 

30.1 

34.9 

1.6 

4.9 

54.0 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

9 

19 

1 

1 

30 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

175 

132 

1 

1 

310 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

13.5 

27.1 

0.06 

— 

0.73 
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MEAT  CONDEMNED  OTHER  THAN  AT  SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 


1.  — Home  Killed: 

Beef — Overheated 

Beef — Bruising 

Beast  Livers — Cirrhosis 

Mutton — Abscesses 

Sheep  Messenteries — Decomposed 

Pork — Abscesses 

Pork — Bruising 

2.  — Imported: 

Beef — Overheated 


382  lbs. 
226  lbs. 
19  lbs. 
4|lbs. 
44  lbs. 
6  lbs. 
60  lbs. 


474  lbs. 


HOUSING. 

In  the  autumn  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  completed  an  extensive  report  on  the  old  cottage 
properties  in  the  town  with  a  view  to  their  eventual  closure.  The 
Council  and  their  officers  were  fully  conscious  of  the  aesthetic  and 
historic  interest  of  many  of  these  houses,  but  it  was  only  too 
apparent  that  at  least  500  of  them,  mostly  dating  to  the  18th  century, 
were  far  below  any  modern  standards,  and  would  never  be  capable 
of  being  brought  up  to  those  standards.  They  were  therefore 
classified  in  groups  according  to  condition.  To  start  with,  houses 
in  the  worst  group,  approximately  50,  will  be  closed  whenever  an 
opportunity  occurs  to  re-house  the  tenants.  The  Housing  Com¬ 
mittee  has  allocated  20  of  our  new  houses  yearly  for  such  tenants. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

6 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

— 

— 

— 

typhoid)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

8 

7 

— - 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

4 

— 

6 

Measles  . 

428 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

23 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

1 

— 

Malaria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

Military  cases:  Scarlet  Fever,  1. 

All  the  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  recovered. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified 

Cases 

Treated 

Home  Hospital 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired 

Total 

blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

2 

1  1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  periods 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0  —  1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

1  1  —  — 

1  2  —  — 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

3  1—-  — 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  &  upwards 

=  :  :i 

—  —  —  — 

Totals 

7  4  0  1 

2  3  0  0 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I. 

—INSPECTIONS. 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

1.  Factories 
(including  factory  laundries) 

93 

43 

1 

0 

2.  Workshops  ...  115 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

29 

0 

0 

3. 

Workplaces 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . . 

208 

72 

1 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

6 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

0 

0 

(b)  Defective 

0 

1 

0 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  0 

1 

0 

0 

Other  offences  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  ... 

6 

9 

0 

2 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 


No.  of  Different  premises  visited .  954 

„  Inspections  made  2955 

„  Complaints  received  72 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered . 

„  Notices  served  (Informal) .  190 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  6 

„  Prosecutions  Nil 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  1153 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


In  pursuance  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  Berkshire 
County  Council  took  over  the  Borough  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Service  from  July  5th,  1948.  Powers  were  delegated  by 
the  County  Health  Committee  to  our  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  which  will  be  known  in  future  as  the  Newbury  Health 
Sub-Committee  and  on  which  sit  two  members  from  the  County 
Committee. 


Expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  Ante-natal  and  Post¬ 
natal  clinics  .  105 

No.  of  Children  first  attending  Child  Welfare  Clinic: 

Under  1  year  299 

Between  1  and  5  years  109 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors: 

To  expectant  mothers  4 

To  children  under  1  year  .  845 

To  children  between  1  and  5  years  .  981 

No.  of  persons  at  end  of  year  who  were  receiving  children 

for  reward  .  3 

No.  of  children  so  received  at  end  of  year  .  3 


Seventeen  women  were  sent  by  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  and 
private  doctors  to  The  Royal  Berks  Hospital  and  8  to  The 
Radcliffe  Infirmary. 

Births  in  the  Borough  were  327  compared  with  332  for  the 
previous  year. 

Particular  care  was  continued  to  be  taken  of  premature 
infants  (5^1bs.  and  under)  of  which  there  were  6,  and  on  children 
with  foster  parents. 

The  register  of  Illegitimate  children  has  been  kept,  a  quarterly 
record  being  submitted  to  the  M.  and  C.W.  Sub-Committee  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  There  are  approximately  60  such 
children  being  visited  at  present  in  the  Borough. 

The  average  daily  attendance  at  the  Victoria  Park  Nursery 
School  was  65,  and  there  are  160  on  the  waiting  list.  The  capacity 
is  for  80  children. 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER. 

Piped  supplies  are  chlorinated  and  tests  proved  satisfactory. 
Two  notices  were  served  under  the  Water  Act,  1945,  requiring 
owners  to  connect  premises  to  the  main  as  follows: — 

(1)  Four  cottages  at  Theale. 

(2)  Two  cottages  at  Beenham. 

The  number  of  houses  on  standpipes  are  few  and  remained 
the  same  as  reported  in  a  previous  year. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  following  are  the  more  important  extensions,  additions 
or  alterations  commenced  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Beenham.  Septic  tank  and  filter.  Premises  to  be 
served:  8  pre-war  Council  Houses,  10  new  Council 
Houses,  22  private  houses.  Village  Hall.  20  proposed 
additional  Council  Houses. 

(2)  Ashampstead.  Septic  tank  and  filter.  Premises  to  be 
served:  3  pre-war  Council  Houses,  8  new  Council  Houses, 
18  private  houses,  1  farm,  1  School.  4  proposed  addi¬ 
tional  Council  Houses. 

(3)  Sulhamstead.  Septic  tank  and  filter.  Premises  to  be 
served:  8  new  Council  Houses. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS- 

63  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  various  tinned  foods, 
but  no  fresh  meat  was  condemned.  There  are  no  slaughterhouses 
now  licensed  in  the  district,  apart  from  4  licensed  in  June  for  the 
slaughter  of  pigs  only  and  by  private  owners. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  SECTION  13. 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been 
granted:  97. 

All  the  above  premises  have  been  inspected.  A  “Code  of 
Practice”  for  hygienic  standards  necessary  for  the  prevention  of 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning,  has  been  handed  to  the  occupier  of 
responsible  persons  in  charge. 
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The  majority  of  the  catering  establishments  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  the  occupiers  seemed  helpful  and  willing  to  carry 
out  any  advice  given  to  them. 

Notices  to  carry  out  redecoration  were  sent  in  7  cases. 

Subsequent  visits  have  shown  that  a  marked  improvement  has 
taken  place  as  a  result  of  the  inspections  and  advice  given,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  regard  to  Mac’s  Cafe,  and  The  Tower  Transport 
Cafe,  both  on  the  Bath  Road,  Beenham. 

MILK. 

During  1948,  the  local  authority  granted  licences  to  11  retailers 
to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk.  8  of  these  were  supplementary 
licences  only. 

Licences  granted  to  retailers  to  sell  pasteurised  milk  within 
the  districts  were  as  follows:  two  dealers,  one  supplementary. 

12  samples  of  milk  retailed  within  the  district  were  examined 
on  behalf  of  the  local  authority  for  the  presence  or  absence  of 
tubercle  bacilli.  The  result  was  negative  in  every  case. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Improvements  carried  out  to  dairies  and  cowsheds  during 


1948  together  with  various  details  as  to  milk  production  in  the 
district: — 

Number  of  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  on  register  ...  171 

Number  of  wholesale  traders  and  producers .  122 

Number  of  producers  and  retailers  .  49 

Number  of  Retailers  only  .  9 

Total  number  of  farms  producing  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  86 
Total  number  of  farms  producing  Accredited  Milk  ...  40 


Improvements  were  made  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  during  1948, 
resulting  from  informal  representation. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 

No-  of  Different  premises  visited .  1468 

„  Inspections  made  2800 

„  Complaints  received  .  32 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered .  92 

„  Notices  served  (Informal)  25 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  2 

„  Prosecutions  Nil. 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  .  706 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Details 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

18 

8 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

8 

3 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para¬ 
typhoid)  . 

_ 

- 

■  - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

28 

— 

9 

Measles  . 

176 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

103 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  (Relapse)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  recovered. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  periods 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

—  5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

—  10 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

—  15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

—  20 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

—  25 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

—  35 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35 

—  45 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

—  55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

55 

—  65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65 

&  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

3 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

0 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I. — INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

Inspec- 

Number  of 

on 

tions 

written 

Prosecu 

Premises  Register 

made 

notices 

tions 

1.  Factories  ...  33 

18 

0 

0 

(including  factory  laundries) 

2.  Workshops  ...  54 

23 

0 

0 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces  ...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  87 

41 

0 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND  —  NIL. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
WATER. 

General.  No  abnormal  shortage  of  water  occurred  in  the 
District. 

Piped  Supplies.  The  mains  of  the  following  Authorities 
serve  the  Districts: — 

1.  Newbury  Borough- 

2.  Hungerford  R.D.C. 

3.  Wantage  R.D.C. 

4.  Mid-Wessex  Water  Company. 

All  supplies  are  chlorinated  at  source.  During  1948  these 
supplies  were  adequate  and  were  not  restricted  in  any  way. 

The  Chieveley  supply  is  now  taxed  to  capacity  and  before  it 
can  be  extended,  the  boring  and  pumping  apparatus  will  have  to 
be  duplicated.  However,  since  Chieveley  could,  with  facility,  be 
incorporated  in  the  Boxford  Regional  Water  Scheme  by  linking  up 
at  North  Heath  and  again  by  an  extension  of  the  main  from 
Hermitage  via  Prior’s  Court,  thereby  removing  two  lengths  of  dead 
main  from  the  Newbury  Borough’s  Water  System,  it  is  not 
intended  at  this  stage  to  press  for  a  duplication  of  the  Chieveley 
bore. 

BOXFORD  REGIONAL  WATER  SCHEME. 

This  scheme  is  now  under  consideration  by  the  Ministry  but 
how  it  will  fare  under  the  programme  of  cuts  in  capital  expenditure 
remains  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

A  Public  Enquiry  into  the  Scheme  was  held  at  the  Municipal 
Buildings,  Newbury,  in  October,  1948. 

Adequacy  of  Supply.  During  the  summer,  many  of  the  wells 
in  the  higher  parts  of  the  area  fall  so  low  that  the  water  becomes 
unusable  for  any  purpose  and  in  some  instances  water  for  cattle 
has  to  be  drawn  from  the  River  Lambourne  during  five  months  of 
the  year.  In  one  instance,  a  farmer  draws  water  for  his  cattle 
fiom  the  River  Kennet,  a  distance  of  1J  miles,  all  the  year  round. 

Water  Samples.  27  samples  were  submitted  to  the  labora¬ 
tories  for  bacteriological  examination  and  17  samples  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  Chemical  Analysis;  appropriate  action  was  taken  in 
each  case  on  receipt  of  the  necessary  information  from  the 
laboratories.  17  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
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SEWERAGE. 


Thatcham.  The  final  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  Eastern 
Thatcham  is  now  in  progress  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Dicks, 
Resident  Engineer  of  the  Council’s  firm  of  Consulting  Engineers, 
Messrs.  Willcox,  Raikes  and  Marshall,  of  Birmingham. 

The  scheme  is  now  some  70%  complete. 

Cold  Ash.  The  extension  of  the  Thatcham  Sewer  to  serve 
Cold  Ash  is  still  under  consideration. 

Woolhampton.  The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have 
been  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  this  parish. 


SCAVENGING. 

A  new  “Karrier”  Refuse  Freighter  placed  on  order  in  May, 
1947,  was  delivered  in  April,  1948.  This  has  increased  the 
Council’s  fleet  to  two  and  has  made  possible  a  weekly  collection  in 
all  parts  of  the  district  with  a  twice  weekly  collection  in  the  more 
populous  built-up  parts  of  Old  Thatcham. 


MILK. 

A  good  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained  in  all  cowsheds 
and  dairies. 

25  samples  of  milk  taken  from  retailers  and  schools  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  laboratory  examination  during  the  year.  A  total  of  9 
tests  for  presence/absence  of  B-coli,  17  Methylene  Blue  tests,  6  tests 
for  presence/absence  of  T.B.,  1  Phosphatase  test,  6  Keeping  quality 
tests  were  carried  out  on  the  samples  submitted. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Slaughterhouses,  Etc.  No  slaughterhouse  is  functioning 
in  the  Newbury  Rural  District. 

A  schedule  of  food  inspected  and  condemned  has  been  sub¬ 
mitted  but  not  included;  it  is  to  be  noted  that  this  by  no  means 
represents  the  total  of  unfit  food  for  the  Rural  District  since  it  is  the 
practice  of  certain  wholesalers  to  collect  bad  food  from  retailers 
and  bring  it  back  to  their  premises  in  the  Borough  where  it  is  con¬ 
demned  in  bulk  by  the  Borough  Inspector. 

Catering  Premises.  Catering  premises,  including  Works 
Canteens,  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

Bakehouses.  10  Bakehouses  are  in  use  in  the  district.  Usual 
reminders  re  limewashing  were  sent  and  the  results  were  satis¬ 
factory. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  FOOD  POISONING. 


There  was  a  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  and  no  important  outbreaks  occurred. 

There  was  a  widespread  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  due  to 
infected  meat  rissoles  supplied  from  a  school  canteen.  The  condi¬ 
tion,  was  fortunately  mild  where  the  children  were  concerned,  but 
several  adults  were  severely  ill  for  2  or  3  days. 

The  kitchens  were  clean  and  well  run,  but  where  made-up 
dishes  are  prepared  the  day  before,  and  this  seems  inevitable,  there 
must  be,  if  not  a  refrigerator,  then  at  least  a  “cold  room”  separate 
from  the  kitchen.  Also  there  must  be  constant  changing  of  the 
water  in  washing  up,  and  thorough  rinsing  of  all  vessels. 


Several  outbreaks  in  the  Country  have  been  traced  to 
Australian  Tinned  Rabbit,  and  there  was  an  occurrence  at  a 
factory  canteen  in  this  district. 


Total 

number 

of 

outbreaks 

Number 

of 

cases 

Number 

of 

deaths 

Organisms 
or  other 

agents  responsible 
with  number  of 
outbreaks  of  each 

Foods 
involved 
with  number 
of  outbreaks 
of  each 

Two 

500—700 

Nil 

Streps 

Meat 

Rissoles 

14 

Nil 

? 

Australian 
tinned  rabbit 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited .  1236 

„  Inspections  made  2094 

„  Complaints  received  .  14 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered .  698 

„  Notices  served  (Informal) .  53 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  Nil 

„  Prosecutions  Nil 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  .  698 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infections  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

1 

— 

— 

typhoid  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

2 

2 

— 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

3 

— 

4 

Measles 

149 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

23 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  (Relapse)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

The  two  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  recovered. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  periods 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

—  5 

5 

—  10 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1  c 

—  15 

on 

'X 

1  J 
20 

jU\J 

—  25 

1 

j 

2 

_ 

- 

1 

2 

- 

_ 

25 

—  35 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

—  45 

2 

45 

—  55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55 

—  65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

65 

&  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

6 

6 

1 

2 

3 

3 

0 

1 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

Inspec- 

Number  of 

on 

tions 

written 

Prosecu- 

Premises 

Register 

made 

notices 

tions 

1.  Factories 
(including  factory  laundries) 

33 

33 

1 

0 

2.  Workshops 

34 

34 

0 

0 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

67 

67 

1 

0 

II- 

-DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Defective 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

...  3 

3 

0 

0 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
WATER. 

The  water  supply  of  the  whole  district  remains  satisfactory, 
no  shortages  have  been  experienced.  The  Lambourn  Valley  and 
Hungerford  Waterworks  supply  chlorinated  water  to  the  district. 
There  were  11  samples  taken  from  the  public  and  private  supplies 
— of  the  9  taken  from  private  supplies  4  were  found  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory.  The  public  supplies  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  A 
supply  was  connected  to  the  cottages  from  which  one  unsatisfactory 
sample  was  taken.  One  well  was  cleaned  and  is  proving  satis¬ 
factory.  Action  has  been  taken  to  remedy  both  the  other 
unsatisfactory  supplies. 

SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  considerable  work  was  carried  out  at 
Hungerford  Sewage  Disposal  Works  as  the  Dortmund  and  septic 
tanks  were  cleansed,  valves  repaired  and  retaining  wall  made  safe- 

The  Kintbury  Scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  was 
finally  approved  and  tenders  obtained  at  the  end  of  the  year  with 
the  result  that  work  actually  commenced  in  February,  1949. 

The  revised  Lambourn  scheme  did  not  have  such  good  fortune 
for  strenuous  objection  to  the  site  of  the  Works  in  the  Crook  of  the 
Bye  at  Eastbury  caused  the  Minister  of  Elealth  to  hold  a  Public 
Inquiry  into  the  purchase  of  the  land.  Months  after,  the  Minister 
refused  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  but  at  this  stage  the 
Council  applied  again  to  the  Ministry  to  reconsider  the  original 
complete  scheme.  It  was  agreed  to  consider  the  full  scheme  with 
Works  sited  at  East  Shefford  and  at  the  time  of  writing,  hope  for 
approval  is  high. 

During  the  year  maintenance  of  the  Air  Ministry  Sewage 
Works  in  Lambourn  Woodlands  was  taken  over  by  the  Council. 
These  works  serve  the  converted  dwellings,  squatters’  huts,  and 
buildings  occupied  by  the  Ministry  of  Works  and  Agricultural 
Committee  on  the  old  R.A.F.  Membury  Station. 

SCAVENGING. 

Owing  to  an  improved  Salvage  collection,  and  shorter  working 
hours  for  the  collection  staff,  minor  adjustments  were  made  in  the 
schedule  of  collections,  but  even  then  it  was  necessary  for  over¬ 
time  to  be  worked.  Periodical  rat  disinfestation  of  the  two  tips 
used  by  the  Council,  i.e.,  at  Hungerford  and  Lambourn,  was 
properly  carried  out. 

The  Lambourn  tip  site,  which  is  not  owned  by  the  Council, 
is  far  from  satisfactory  and  steps  will  be  taken  to  improve  matters. 
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SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Sanitary  conveniences  were  installed  in  one  shop  after  action 
by  Local  Authority. 

MILK. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  carried  out  of  cowsheds  and 
dairies,  and  samples  of  milk  taken  when  necessary.  17  samples 
were  taken,  12  of  which  were  taken  for  T.B-,  all  being  found  satis¬ 
factory.  There  have  been  improvements  to  buildings,  and  some 
new  cowsheds  and  milking  parlours  have  been  erected. 


MEAT. 

The  following  were  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year: — 
254  lbs.  Hind  quarter  Beef.  115J  lbs.  Corned  Beef. 

4\  lbs.  Corned  Mutton.  4  lbs-  1  oz.  Kidney. 

18J  lbs.  Bacon.  26  tins  Meat  Loaf. 

49  tins  Paste.  4  tins  Sausages. 

8  tins  Rabbit. 


FISH. 

3  tins  Sardines.  7  lbs.  Salmon. 

8  tins  Pilchards.  4J  stone  Fresh  Herrings. 

MILK:  82  tins  Evaporated  Milk  were  condemned. 

METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL. 

All  the  fresh  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  has  to  be  returned  to  the  Area  Allocation  Officer  at  Newbury. 
All  tinned  meats  are  seized  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Other 
condemned  foods  are  destroyed  by  burning. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 

There  were  none  in  use  as  the  slaughter  of  animals  is  still 
centralized  under  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  was  a  definite  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  in  1948.  64  cases  were  notified  in  1947 
against  the  196  in  1948.  In  5  cases  disinfection  was  carried  out. 

FOOD  POISONING. 


There  was  only  one  case  of  mild  food  poisoning,  in  a  baby; 
the  source  could  not  be  traced. 


Organisms 

Food 

Total 

or  other 

involved 

number 

Number 

Number 

agents  responsible 

with  number 

of 

of 

of 

with  number  of 

of  outbreaks 

outbreaks 

cases 

deaths 

outbreaks  of  each 

of  each 

1 

1 

Nil 

Salmonella 

Unknown 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

•  •  • 

6 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  . 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

12 

— 

5 

Measles  . 

135 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— - 

Food  Poisoning 

. . . 

1 

— 

— 

Both  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  recovered. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  periods 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

i 

—  1 
c 

t 

t 

l 

5 

—  3 

—  10 

1 

1 

10 

—  15 

15 

—  20 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

—  25 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

—  35 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35 

—  45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

—  55 

1 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

—  65 

65 

&  upwards 

Totals 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

on 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Number  of 
written 

Prosecu- 

Premises 

Register 

made 

notices 

tions 

1.  Factories 

23 

11 

0 

0 

(including  factory  laundries) 
2.  Workshops 

39 

21 

0 

0 

including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces  ...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

62 

32 

0 

0 

II.- 

-DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

No.  of  Defects 
Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

i 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage 
floors 

of 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
(a)  Insufficient 

...  2 

1 

0 

0 

(b)  Defective 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

...  2 

1 

0 

0 
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WALLINGFORD  BOROUGH  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER. 

The  public  supply  was  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in 
quantity.  There  are  five  boreholes  at  the  Waterworks  (in  Station 
Road)  and  works  carried  out  to  the  No.  3  borehole  about  Mid¬ 
summer  increased  its  yield  by  approximately  7,000  gallons  per 
hour. 

A  bacteriological  examination  of  the  chlorinated  water  taken 
at  a  point  in  the  town  was  reported  as  highly  satisfactory. 

The  water  was  without  odour  and  of  satisfactory  taste. 
Provided  it  is  chlorinated  and  the  bacteriological  condition  is 
satisfactory  it  is  quite  suitable  for  public  supply  although  hard  for 
washing  purposes. 

The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent.  There  was  no  form  of 
contamination. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water 
mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  953. 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  ...  Nil. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  extensions  to  sewers  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

26  new  houses  (for  the  Local  Authority,  18  by  Bosher  and  8  by 
Wetherall  and  Cummins)  were  connected  to  the  sewers. 

There  are  only  6  houses  in  the  Borough  which  are  not  con¬ 
nected  to  the  sewers. 

No  alterations  or  improvements  were  made  to  the  sewage 
pumping  system  or  at  the  Sewage  Farm. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  food  found  during  1948  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  all  of  which  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  for  disposal: — 


3  lbs.  meat  paste. 

2  lbs.  bacon. 

86  lbs.  English  beef. 
6-Jlbs.  cheese. 

33J  stones  fish. 

404  eggs. 

1J  pints  vinegar. 


28  lbs.  tinned  milk. 
27  lbs.  tinned  fruit. 
6  lbs.  tinned  soup. 
5  lbs.  tinned  fish. 


8Jlbs.  tinned  vegetables. 


16  lbs.  tinned  meat. 
16-Jibs,  tinned  jam. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned.  There  is  no  slaughter 
house  in  this  district. 

During  April,  1948,  an  effort  was  made  to  raise  the  standard 
of  hygiene  in  Food  establishments  and  a  circular,  similar  to  The 
Guildford  Code,  was  sent  to  each.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  followed 
this  up  with  a  personal  visit  in  each  case. 

NEW  HOUSES. 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected  during  1948: — 

(a)  by  private  enterprise  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  26 

Number  of  permanent  houses  under  construction  at  the  end 
of  1948: — 

(a)  by  private  enterprise  ...  1 

(b)  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  14 

Number  of  temporary  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  Nil. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

C.S.F.  . 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

127 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

9 

— 

— 

Respiratory  T.B.  . 

2 

— 

— 

Other  forms  of  T.B . 

Military  Cases  ...  Nil. 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  periods 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

—  5 

5 

—  10 

-  - 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

—  15 

15 

—  20 

20 

—  25 

25 

—  35 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

—  45 

45 

—  55 

1  — 

55 

—  65 

65  &  upwards 

Totals 

1  1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

1.  Factories  ...  60 

(including  factory  laundries) 

2.  Workshops  ...  0 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces  ...  0 

Total  60 


Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

75 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

75 

2 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects 


Particulars  Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Defective 

2 

2 

0 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . . 

2 

2 

0 

1 
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ABINGDON  BOROUGH  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
WATER. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Town  was  generally  satisfactory 
although  it  was  necessary  to  take  an  increased  amount  from  Oxford 
City  Water  Works  to  augment  the  Council’s  supply  during  the 
latter  half  of  the  year. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  carried  out  at  regular 
intervals  and  the  results  indicated  that  the  water  was  of  a  high 
standard  of  purity.  All  the  samples  fell  into  Class  1  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health’s  grading.  Chemical  analyses  were  also  made  and  they 
showed  that  the  water  was  satisfactory  for  domestic  supply  although 
somewhat  hard  for  laundry  purposes. 

A  total  of  2,722  dwelling  houses  with  a  population  of  10,900 
persons  were  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains.  19  new  connec¬ 
tions  were  made  to  the  mains  during  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  drainage  works  were  carried  out  by  the  Council  but  the 
sewers  to  the  Ministry  of  Supply’s  Estate  of  140  houses  were  com¬ 
pleted  and  connected  to  the  Town  system.  These  sewers  have  not, 
as  yet,  been  taken  over  by  the  Council. 

MEAT  AND  FOODS. 

During  the  year  the  following  were  condemned  and  disposed 


of: — 


843  tins  and  packets  of  various 


701bs.  “Vitaroni”. 


foodstuffs. 

82  lbs.  of  sweets. 

202  fishcakes 
34flbs.  of  cheese. 

3  tons  “Somalt” 

2  tons  “Barley  Dust” 


403^1bs.  corned  beef. 
l,5781bs.  of  pig  flesh. 
931bs.  offal. 


lcwt.  sausage  meat. 


1-Jcwt.  rolled  oats. 
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HOUSING,  1948. 

Permanent  Houses.  During  the  year,  39  Council  houses 
were  completed  and  53  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  At  the  same  time  17  houses  were  erected  by  private  persons 
and  one  house  was  in  the  process  of  being  built. 

Only  one  temporary  dwelling  house  was  erected  during  1948. 

During  April,  1948,  an  effort  was  made  to  raise  the  standard 
of  hygiene  in  Food  establishments  and  a  circular,  similar  to  The 
Guildford  Code,  was  sent  to  each.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  followed 
this  up  with  a  personal  visit  in  each  case. 


FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 

In  April,  1948,  there  was  a  small  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery 
at  St.  Helen’s  School,  involving  44  cases.  The  outbreak  lasted  for 
about  1  week  and  as  the  school  was  breaking  up  shortly  for  the 
Easter  holidays,  the  whole  school  was  treated  prophylactically  to 
prevent  the  danger  of  spread  to  the  girls’  families  during  the 
holidays.  There  were  no  further  cases  after  the  holidays. 


Organisms  or 
other  agents 

Number  Number  responsible 
Total  number  of  of  with  number  of 

of  outbreaks  cases  deaths  outbreaks  of  each 


Foods  involved 
with  number  of 
outbreaks  of  each 


One  44  Nil  Sonne  Dysentery  Not  known 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 


No.  of  Different  premises  visited 


493 


„  Inspections  made 


1483 


„  Complaints  received 
„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 
„  Notices  served  (Informal)  ... 


54 

72 

37 

2 

Nil. 

364 


„  Notices  served  (Statutory) 

„  Prosecutions  . 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

11 

10 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

C.S.F.  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

44 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

8 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

37 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

— 

— 

Respiratory  T.B. 

22 

— 

3 

Other  forms  of  T.B. 

Military  cases:  Nil. 

3 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  periods 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

—  1 

—  5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

10 

—  10 
—  15 

1 

1 

1 

11  “ 

■ 

- - 

_____ 

15 

—  20 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

—  25 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

—  35 

3 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

35 

—  45 

3 

45 

—  55 

1 

55 

—  65 

65 

&  upwards 

Totals 

10 

12 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

Inspec- 

Number  of 

on 

tions 

written 

Prosecu- 

Premises 

Register 

made 

notices 

tions 

1.  Factories 

27 

56 

4 

0 

(including  factory  laundries) 

2.  Workshops 

43 

28 

2 

0 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

70 

84 

6 

0 

II.- 

-DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M, 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

...  2 

2 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  conveniences:— 

(a)  Insufficient 

...  2 

2 

2 

0 

(b)  Defective 

...  1 

1 

1 

0 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  1 

1 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

...  6 

6 

3 

0 
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WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
WATER. 

No  new  sources  of  public  water  supply  were  made  during  the 

year. 

There  were  considerable  extensions  of  mains  carried  out 
during  the  year  to  the  Atomic  Research  Station  Estate  (245  houses) 
and  to  houses  in  Ickleton  Road. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  Urban  District  and  in  the 
parish  of  Grove  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  regard  to  quality  and 
quantity. 

61  premises  were  connected  with  the  main  supply  (which 
includes  38  Council  houses)  and  23  premises  were  provided  with 
town’s  water  by  means  of  4  standpipes.  A  total  of  1,099  premises 
(4,940  persons)  were  supplied  from  the  town’s  mains  within  the 
Urban  District  and  172  premises  (523  persons)  situated  in  the 
parish  of  Grove.  Included  in  these  totals  are  47  premises  (142 
persons)  which  are  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  the  new  sewage  disposal  works 
and  the  extension  of  the  main  sewers  has  been  progressing  during 
the  year  and  is  nearing  completion. 

MILK. 

Twenty  visits  were  made  to  premises  on  which  milk  is  pro¬ 
duced.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year: — 
Renewals:  Supplementary  licences  for  sale  of  T.T. 

and  Pasteurised  milk  .  3 


MEAT. 

The  following  meat  was  condemned  during  the  year: 

Beef  . . .  584Jlbs. 

Mutton  ...  320  lbs. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers’  Shops.  One  slaughter¬ 
house  has  been  re-licensed  during  the  year  at  the  request  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  for  use  as  an  authorised  slaughtering  point,  where 
the  occasional  slaughtering  of  sheep  and  pigs  takes  place. 

Number  of  sheep  killed,  2;  number  inspected,  2;  pigs  killed, 
17;  number  inspected  ,15;  number  of  carcases  condemned,  nil. 

Butchers’  shops  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and  all 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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OTHER  FOODS. 


The  following  foods  were  condemned  during  the  year: 


Corned  beef,  267Jlbs. 
Corned  mutton,  3Jlbs. 
Luncheon  meat,  5ilbs. 

Ox  tongue,  61bs. 

Potted  meat  paste,  5Jlbs. 
Lambs’  tongue,  lib. 
Haricot  beans,  21bs. 
Cheese,  141bs. 


Prunes,  41bs. 

Cereals,  2Jlbs. 

Tinned  Soup,  5  tins. 
„  sauce,  1  tin. 

„  veg.,  31  tins. 

„  milk,  73  tins. 

„  fish,  67  tins. 

„  fruit,  24  tins. 

„  jam,  8  tins. 


During  April,  1948,  an  effort  was  made  to  raise  the  standard 
of  hygiene  in  Food  establishments  and  a  circular  similar  to  The 
Guildford  Code,  was  sent  to  each.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  followed 
this  up  with  a  personal  visit  in  each  case. 


HOUSING  TABLE,  1948. 

No.  of  permanent  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  .  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  .  38 

No.  of  permanent  houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of 
the  year: — 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  .  40 

No.  of  temporary  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  Nil. 


No 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Different  premises  visited  . 

.  124 

Inspections  made  . 

...  ...  185 

Complaints  received  . 

...  ...  47 

Defects  of  Nuisances  discovered 

47 

•  •  •  •  • «  ■  # 

Notices  served  (Informal) 

21 

•  ••  •  •  .  -wl 

Notices  served  (Statutory) 

...  ...  1 

Prosecutions  . 

.  Nil. 

Defects  of  Nuisances  abated 

276 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

C.S.F. 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

17 

— 

— 

Respiratory  T.B. 

8 

— 

3 

Other  forms  of  T.B. 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Military:  Whooping  Cough,  1. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  periods 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

—  5 

5 

—  10 

10 

—  15 

15 

—  20 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

—  25 

1 

25 

—  35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

—  45 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45 

—  55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

—  65 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

Totals 

4 

4 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

1.  Factories  ...  20 

(including  factory  laundries) 

2.  Workshops  ...  37 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces  ...  7 

Total  ...  64 


Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

28 

0 

0 

42 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects 


Referred 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  conveniences: — 

(a)  Insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Defective 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  . . . 

2 

2 

0 

0 
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WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER. 

During  the  year  approximately  10  miles  of  mains  were  laid 
in  the  extension  of  the  Childrey  Comprehensive  Scheme  to  Dench- 
worth,  East  and  West  Hanney. 

2  new  reservoirs  were  constructed. 

1  new  borehole  was  sunk  at  West  Hendred. 

2  new  boreholes  were  sunk  at  Blewbury. 

54  samples  were  taken  from  the  public  supplies  and  48  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  the  other  6  instances  contamination 
was  slight  and  measures  were  taken  to  remedy  by  stepping  up 
chlorination. 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  connected  to  mains . 

Population  connected  to  water  mains  (estimated)  ... 
No.  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  standpipes 
Population  supplied  by  standpipes  (estimated) 


1749 

8010 

78 

230 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Work  on  the  Grove  Sewerage  Scheme  was  continued  during 
the  year. 


MILK. 

69  visits  to  farms  and  dairies,  generally  satisfactory  conditions 
were  found  to  exist.  49  minor  defects  were  found  and  remedied. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year: — 

1  licence  issued  to  Pasteurise  milk. 

1  licence  issued  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk. 

2  supplementary  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk. 

2  supplementary  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS. 


No  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  were  used  as  such  during 
the  year.  No  action  taken  or  required  at  any  butcher’s  shop  under 
the  statutes.  General  condition  of  shops  and  stores — satisfactory. 

No  meat  was  condemned  during  the  year. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the 
year: — 

21  lbs.  mixed  meat  and  vegetables. 

3  lbs.  baked  beans. 

18  lbs.  corned  beef. 

31  lbs.  bacon. 

1-pbs.  veal  loaf. 

7-Jlbs.  milk. 

17  lbs.  mixed  fruit. 

12  lbs.  mixed  cereal. 

HOUSING  TABLE,  1948. 

No.  of  new  dwelling  houses  built: — 


(1) 

By  Local  Authorities 

82 

In  course  of 
Erection 

15 

(2) 

By  Private  Persons 

14 

4 

(3) 

By  Ministry  of  Supply 

...  152 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 


No.  of  Different  premises  visited 
„  Inspections  made 

„  Complaints  received 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 
„  Notices  served  (Informal) 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory) 

„  Prosecutions  . 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated 
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842 

934 

98 

79 

2 

19 

Nil. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

9 

4 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

C  S  F 

•  WJ  •  JL  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

5 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

98 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

— 

— 

Respiratory  T.B. 

15 

— 

5 

Other  forms  of  T.B. 

6 

— 

5 

Military:  Measles,  1. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Age  periods 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

—  5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

—  10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

—  15 

15 

—  20 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

—  25 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

—  35 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

35 

—  45 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45 

—  55 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55 

—  65 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

8 

3 

3 

4 

1 

0 

0 
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FACTORY  AND  WORSHOP  ACTS. 


Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

1.  Factories  ...  46 

(including  factory  laundries) 

2.  Workshops  ...  10 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces  ...  0 

Total  ...  56 


Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND  ...  Nil. 


ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
WATER. 

The  18  parishes  comprising  the  northern  and  central  areas  of 
the  district  continue  to  be  served  by  a  piped  supply  from  the 
Oxford  City  Water  Undertaking.  Regular  sampling  was  carried 
out  by  the  Undertakers,  for  the  purposes  of  analysis  and 
bacteriological  examination,  and  the  results  obtained  showed  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  supply  to  be  satisfactory.  One  sample 
submitted  by  this  Authority  for  bacteriological  examination 
proved  satisfactory.  There  is  no  marked  plumbo-solvent  action  in 
this  supply. 

147  new  connections  to  premises  were  made  during  the  year, 
giving  a  grand  total  of  3,614  premises  connected  to  the  main 
supply.  Public  standpipes  are  not  provided  in  this  scheme. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  providing  a  main  supply  of 
water  to  Lyford  and  Appleford.  Both  parishes  border  on  neigh¬ 
bouring  Rural  Districts  and  the  possibility  of  a  supply  being 
obtained  from  outside  this  District  is  being  explored. 

Shortage  of  water  is  experienced  in  dry  periods  by  a  few 
properties  on  Milton  Hill.  Consultations  are  being  carried  on 
with  the  Wantage  R.D.C.  with  a  view  to  a  supply  of  water  being 
obtained  from  a  main  supply  under  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
Authority. 

The  following  details  as  to  supply  and  distribution  of  water  in 
the  area  is  submitted  as  required  by  paragraph  5  (Water)  Section  V. 
in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  3/49: — 


Parish 

* 

Total  number  of 
Dwelling  Houses 

Number  of 
Dwelling  Houses 
supplied  with 
main  water  inside 

Number  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 
supplied  by 
Stand  pipes 

Appleton 

190 

84 

— 

Besselsleigh 

19 

11 

— 

Cumnor 

656 

494 

— 

Draycott  Moor 

51 

24 

— 

Frilford 

46 

25 

— 

Fy  field 

69 

44 

— 

Garford 

37 

14 

— 

Kennington 

432 

414 

— 

Kingston  Bagpuize 

63 

35 

— 

Marcham 

202 

75 

— 

North  Hinksey 

859 

835 

— 

Radley 

232 

152 

— 

St.  Helen  Without  ... 

288 

241 

— 

South  Hinksey 

76 

71 

— 

Sunningwell 

230 

222 

— 

Tubney 

46 

11 

— 

Wootton 

506 

445 

— 

Wytham 

44 

4 

— 

The  above  parishes  comprise  the  area  served  by  the  Oxford  City  Water 
Undertaking. 
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Drayton 

391 

242 

136 

Milton 

196 

129 

— 

Steventon 

292 

132 

157 

Sutton  Courtenay  ... 

410 

286 

120 

The  above  parishes 

are  supplied  by 

Council’s  bore  at  Sutton  Courtenay. 

Appleford 

75 

— 

— 

Lyford 

33 

— 

— 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Botley — Kennington  scheme,  which  serves  the  parishes 
of  North  Hinksey,  South  Hinksey,  Kennington  and  part  of  Cumnor 
parish,  continued  to  function  satisfactorily.  The  effluent  from  the 
disposal  works  at  Sandford  Lane,  Kennington,  remained  satis¬ 
factory  throughout  the  year. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  outline  sewerage 
schemes  for  other  parishes.  A  suitable  site  has  been  agreed  upon 
for  a  disposal  plant  to  serve  Appleton  and  part  of  Cumnor  parish, 
and  the  Consultant  Engineers  of  the  Council  are  making  prelimin¬ 
ary  investigations.  Consultation  has  been  carried  on  with 
Abingdon  Borough  Council,  and  are  still  continuing,  with  a  view 
to  a  joint  disposal  plant  to  serve  Whitecross,  Cunningwell,  Lash- 
ford  Lane,  Drayton,  Steventon,  Milton  and  Sutton  Courtenay 
parishes,  as  well  as  Abingdon  Borough.  Consideration  is  also  being 
given  to  the  sewering  of  Radley  parish  and  increasing  the  capacity 
of  the  Sandford  Lane  plant  to  take  the  sewage  from  this  parish. 

The  Radley  sewage  works  was  completed  during  the  year.  It 
is  well  maintained  and  functions  satisfactorily.  Small  works  at 
Fyfield,  Cumnor,  Appleton  and  Wootton  are  at  present  under 
construction.  In  the  near  future  it  is  proposed  to  construct  works 
at  Steventon,  Milton,  Farmoor  and  Drayton.  These  will  all  be 
small  works  and  when  finished  will  greatly  increase  the  public 
health  standards  of  the  villages. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Council  will  take  over  from  the 
Ministry  of  Works  a  plant  at  Kingston  Bagpuize,  of  Service  design, 
capable  of  serving  a  population  of  10,000.  If  this  plant  is  taken 
over  by  the  Council,  it  is  intended  to  close  down  the  major  part, 
leaving  a  minor  portion  to  deal  with  sewage  from  the  village. 

The  existing  disposal  plants  have  continued  to  function  satis¬ 
factorily  throughout  the  year. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  production  of  milk  was  carried  on  at  89  farms  during  the 
year  1948.  Although  conditions  generally  are  not  entirely  satis¬ 
factory,  there  is  a  slow  but  steady  improvement  in  the  conditions 
of  cowsheds,  and  the  quality  of  milk  produced.  The  greater  part 
of  the  milk  is  sold  wholesale,  the  amount  of  raw,  ungraded  milk 
consumed  by  the  public  being  comparatively  small. 

51 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Routine  visits  were  made  to  business  premises  for  the  purpose 
of  inspection  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the 
course  of  which  the  following  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered: — 
Lard  21bs.  Stewed  steak  (canned)  6 libs. 

Bacon  l|lbs.  Corned  beef  (canned)  361bs. 

Carcase  of  Lamb  531bs.  Corned  mutton  31bs. 

During  April,  1948,  an  effort  was  made  to  raise  the  standard 
of  hygiene  in  Food  establishments  and  a  circular,  similar  to  The 
Guildford  Code,  was  sent  to  each.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
followed  this  up  with  a  personal  visit  in  each  case. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned.  (Pigs). 

No.  killed  .  4155 

No.  inspected  .  4155 


All  Diseases  Except  T.B. 

Whole  carcase  condemned  .  4 

Part  of  carcase  condemned  .  8 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  disease  other 

than  tuberculosis  ...  0.3 % . 


Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned  ...  . .  4 

Part  of  carcase  condemned  .  54 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ...  1.1%. 

One  sheep  was  also  killed  and  inspected. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR,  1948. 


No.  of  Different  premises  visited  .  870 

„  Inspections  made  .  1162 

„  Complaints  received  101 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  .  141 

„  Notices  served  (Informal)  .  97 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  0 

„  Prosecutions  0 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  .  656 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infections  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Diseases 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

20 

14 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

7 

7 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

3 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

C.S.F.  . 

2 

2 

— 

Dysentery  . 

3 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

9 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

205 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

108 

3 

— 

Respiratory  T.B. 

25 

— 

6 

Other  forms  of  T.B. 

7 

— 

1 

Military:  Diphtheria,  1;  Pneumonia,  1. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  periods 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 

1 

5 

—  1 

—  5 

—  10 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

10 

—  15 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

15 

—  20 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

—  1 

20 

—  25 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

—  — 

25 

—  35 

1 

5 

1 

— 

1 

1 

—  — 

35 

45 

55 

45 

55 

—  65 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

65 

&  upwards 

Totals 

10 

16 

3 

3 

4 

2 

0  1 

53 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

Inspec- 

Number  of 

on 

tions 

written 

Prosecu- 

Premises  Register 

made 

notices 

tions 

1.  Factories  ...  8 

0 

0 

0 

(including  factory  laundries) 

2.  Workshops  ...  29 

7 

4 

0 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces  ...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ...  37 

7 

4 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Particulars  Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  1 

1 

0 

0 

Sanitary  conveniences: — 

(a)  Insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Defective 

4 

4 

3 

0 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

7 

7 

3 

0 
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FARINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
WATER. 

The  piped  supplies  within  the  area  have  maintained  a  reason¬ 
able  quality,  while  the  water  from  private  wells  has  been  however 
generally  unsatisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  water  supply  from  all  sources  has  been 
adequate  and  no  shortages  have  occurred. 

Routine  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  but  chemical 
samples  are  not  taken.  Of  the  former,  58  samples  were  taken  of 
which  32  were  good,  9  slightly  and  17  heavily  contaminated. 
Action  in  Respect  of  Contamination. 

The  worst  contamination  occurred  at  Buckland,  Buscot  and 
Eaton  Hastings,  and  Shellingford. 

At  Buckland  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  chlorinator 
to  be  installed  and  this  should  be  in  operation  early  in  1949. 

At  Buscot  and  Eaton  Hastings  the  results  fluctuated  consider¬ 
ably  due  mainly  to  a  defective  chlorinator,  which  was  continually 
breaking  down.  Boiling  notices  have  remained  in  force,  but 
arrangements  are  in  hand  for  installing  a  new  chloronome. 

The  Shellingford  supply  is  obtained  from  springs,  the  supply 
cannot  readily  be  controlled  and,  in  consequence,  boiling  notices 
have  been  issued. 

DETAILS  OF  DWELLINGS  RECEIVING  WATER  FROM 

PIPED  SUPPLIES. 

Houses  Approx.  Population 


Direct 

Stand- 

Direct 

Stand 

Parish 

No. 

Supply 

pipe 

No. 

Supply 

pipe 

Ashbury 

...  165 

94 

49 

527 

301 

157 

Baulking 

...  38 

10 

27 

127 

35 

85 

Bourton 

...  74 

23 

48 

400 

114 

270 

♦Buckland 

...  173 

11 

4 

508 

31 

11 

*Buscot 

...  90 

10 

50 

271 

30 

150 

Charney  Bas. 

...  51 

— 

— 

165 

— 

— 

Coleshill 

...  75 

— 

— 

241 

— 

— 

Compton  Beauch. 

...  30 

23 

0 

101 

76 

— 

Coxwell  Great 

...  78 

— 

— 

226 

— 

— 

Coxwell  Little 

...  67 

11 

24 

248 

39 

94 

♦Eaton  Hastings 

...  33 

9 

14 

129 

35 

55 

Faringdon 

...  833 

588 

90 

3318 

2352 

350 

tFernham 

...  53 

— 

— 

155 

— 

— 

Hatford 

...  25 

— 

— 

80 

— 

— 

Hinton  Waldr. 

...  73 

— 

— 

275 

— 

— 

Kingston  Lisle 

...  64 

17 

33 

223 

59 

115 

Longcot 

...  87 

22 

— 

312 

75 

— 

Longworth 

...  153 

— 

— 

531 

— 

— 

Pusey 

...  29 

— 

— 

115 

— 

— 

*Shellingford 

...  48 

6 

28 

143 

20 

80 

Shrivenham 

...  269 

93 

51 

916 

325 

178 

♦Stanford 

...  273 

40 

— 

809 

133 

— 

fUffington 

...  146 

66 

66 

474 

200 

200 

Watchfield 

...  365 

300 

— 

687 

591 

— 

♦Woolstone 

...  41 

5 

20 

118 

16 

65 

Totals 

...  3333 

1328 

504 

11099 

4432 

1810 

t  Work  of  extending  mains  in  these  parishes  proceeding. 
*  Privately-owned  main  supplies. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  new  or  additional  works  have  been  carried  out  during  1948. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  foodstuffs  have  been  condemned  during  the 
past  year: — 

Beef,  3951bs.  Oats,  401bs. 

Mutton,  4721bs.  Tinned  meat,  11 51bs. 

Bacon,  501bs.  Tinned  fish,  181bs. 

Fish,  2101bs.  Other  tinned  foodstuffs,  1121bs. 

Flour,  2801bs. 

No.  of  Inspections  carried  out  of: — 

Food  shops  .  23 

Stalls  and  Vehicles  3 

Cafes  and  Inns  31 

No.  of  Notices  served  6 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with  .  5 

There  are  no  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District. 

HOUSING. 

No.  of  permanent  houses  erected  during  1948: — 

(a)  By  Private  enterprise  .  1 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  50 

No.  of  permanent  houses  under  construction  at  end  of  1948: — 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  .  4 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  30 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 

% 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  .  1562 

„  Inspections  made  ...  .  816 

„  Complaints  received  .  93 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  .  176 

„  Notices  served  (Informal)  .  76 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  ...  8 

„  Prosecutions  1 

Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  .  901 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— - 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

13 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

fQF 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

. . .  — ■ 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

139 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

68 

— 

— 

Respiratory  T.B. 

18 

— 

7 

Other  forms  of  T.B. 

6 

— 

1 

Military:  Scarlet  Fever, 

1;  Pneumonia,  1. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  periods 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

-c 

—  5 

—  10 

—  15 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

J 

10 

. - 

1 

- 

-  - 

-  — , 

15 

20 

25 

—  20 

—  25 

—  35 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

1 

-  -  - 

3 

2 

35 

—  45 

3 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  &  upwards 

1 

1 

Totals 

12 

6 

4 

2 

4 

3 

0 

1 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

Inspec- 

Number  of 

on 

tions 

written 

Prosecu 

Premises  Register 

made 

notices 

tions 

1.  Factories  .  22 

22 

2 

0 

(including  factory  laundries) 

2.  Workshops  ...  18 

18 

0 

0 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

3.  Workplaces  ...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . . 

40 

40 

2 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  clealiness 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  . 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  conveniences: — 

(a)  Insufficient 

.  2 

1 

0 

0 

(b)  Defective 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  . . 

.  2 

1 

0 

0 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER. 

No  severe  drought  was  experienced  in  the  year  1948.  33 

samples  from  the  mains  were  taken  and  of  these  samples  7  showed 
no  contamination,  5  were  slightly  contaminated  and  21  were 
grossly  contaminated. 

Main  water  was  laid  on  to  the  Parishes  of  Aston  Tirrold, 
Aston  Upthorpe  and  North  Moreton.  An  additional  borehole  was 
sunk  at  South  Moreton. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  additions  were  made  to  the  sewerage  system  in  the 
year  1948. 

HOUSING. 

No.  of  permanent  houses  erected  during  1948: — 

(a)  by  private  enterprise . .  10 

(b)  by  the  Local  Authority  .  41 

No.  of  permanent  houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1948: 

(a)  by  private  enterprise  .  5 

(b)  by  the  Local  Authority  .  60 

No.  of  temporary  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  Nil. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Sheep  and 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

845 

172 

46 

54 

47 

Number  inspected  . 

845 

172 

46 

54 

47 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

8 

8 

— 

4 

1 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

281 

21 

0 

12 

6 

spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  ... 

34.2 

11 

- 

34.7 

14.9 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

105 

9 

" 

—  ~ 

3 

spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

13.1 

8.1 

0 

0 

6.3 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

5 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

C  <5F 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

5 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

134 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

— 

— 

Respiratory  T.B. 

13 

— 

6 

Other  forms  of  T.B. 

8 

— 

— 

Military:  Scarlet  Fever,  2. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  periods 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

—  1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

—  — 

-  3 

—  10 

—  15 

—  20 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

• —  — 

_ _ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— -  _ _ 

20 

—  25 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

25 

—  35 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

—  — 

35 

—  45 

45 

—  55 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

—  — 

55 

—  65 

65  &  upwards 

Totals 

6 

7 

5 

3 

3 

3 

0  0 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

Inspec- 

Number  of 

on 

tions 

written 

Prosecu- 

Premises  Register 

made 

notices 

tions 

1.  Factories  ...  9 

(including  factory  laundries) 

18 

0 

0 

2.  Workshops  ...  32 

(including  workshop  laundries) 

64 

4 

0 

3.  Workplaces  ...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ...  41 

82 

4 

0 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred  Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 

Particulars  Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  1 

1 

0 

1 

Overcrowding  .  0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  ...  0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  0 
Sanitary  conveniences: — 

0 

0 

0 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  0 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Defective  ...  2 

2 

0 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences  .  2 

1 

0 

0 

Totals  ...  5 

4 

0 

2 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  2345 

„  Inspections  made  .  2310 

„  Complaints  received  .  24 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered .  121 

„  Notices  served  (Informal) .  145 

„  Notices  served  (Statutory)  59 

„  Prosecutions  Nil. 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  .  1730 
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She  Secretary, 

Ministry  of  Health, 
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